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A New Day For EWU’s Sigma Phi Epsilon

Volume 66, Issue 29

Lack of
snow
causes
drought
By Katie Dunn
staff writer

Photo by Laura Lango
Eastern’s Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity (SigEp) has 14 members remaining after 44 SigEp members chose to resign their membership on April 25.

Fewer chapter members remain after investigation
By Katie Dunn & Nicole Ruse
for the easterner
Eastern’s Sigma Phi Epsilon
Fraternity (SigEp) is reborn under new leadership and values.
The investigation of the
SigEp Washington Gamma RLC
Chapter was conducted by the
fraternity’s headquarters. A
press release from headquarters
stated that 44 of the 58 members
chose to resign their memberships from the fraternity.
The SigEp National Headquarters said it believes the remaining members have nothing
to do with the allegations of misconduct made against Eastern’s
SigEp and announced it will
continue providing support to
the chapter to guarantee its standards represent SigEp ideals.
“The current membership of
Sigma Phi Epsilon might look a
little different to the community,
but they believe in fraternal values

and, I believe, will be helping the
whole community think about the
relevancy of fraternal organizations,” said Samantha Armstrong,
associate director for SAIL.
Fraternal organizations are
self-governing and each organization is expected to uphold its fraternal values while working hard
to be a part of the university community, according to Armstrong.
“The men of Sigma Phi Epsilon have already begun to connect
and I foresee, in the next year, us
working with them to support additional leadership and well-being education,” said Armstrong.
According to Armstrong, the
chapter has chosen a new executive team with Nathan Peters as
chapter president. Peters also
serves as managing editor of
The Easterner.
Headquarters was quick to respond to the situation and, after
members resigned, they continued
to be supportive, according to Peters.
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Health
vital for
finals week
By Bekah Frank
administrative assistant

With Redmon departing and Lexie
Nelson and Melissa Williams graduating, EWU returns just two starters
from last year’s squad, Hayley Hodgins
and Delaney Hodgins. Other returning
players include Tisha Phillips, Bethany
Montgomery and Mariah Cunningham,
with Phillips being the only one of the
three to average more than five minutes
a game last season.
Other players not returning to the
program are freshman Kiana Brown, redshirt freshman Haley Shaner, sophomore
Marly Anderson, sophomore Hanna
Mack, redshirt sophomore Cece Pearl and
redshirt junior Kayleigh Ryan.
Mack did not play this season, with head
coach Wendy Schuller telling the Spokesman-Review that Mack came to her before
the season began and said she had “simply
lost interest in playing anymore.” However, the Eugene, Oregon, native will resume

As finals week approaches, many students are battling
senioritis and procrastination,
just to name a couple issues.
EWU Health, Wellness
and Prevention Services Director Tricia Hughes said in
an email interview she understands how difficult it can be
to continue to study and stay
on task when the sun is shining and students are feeling
burnt out.
“It is just keeping your
goal in mind. You still have
three or four weeks of class
left right now. You are paying for your education, so get
the most out of it that you can
while you are still here, still
be open to learning,” said
Hughes. “Some students do
not end up graduating because senioritis gets really
bad and they kind of flake
out of their classes and maybe
do not pass a class that they
needed to pass.”
Senior Leighann Poole
said she has experienced the
difficulty of maintaining the
motivation and discipline to
continue to study. However,
she also warns students of the
negative effects it could have
if they decide to slack off.
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Photo contributed by EWU SigEp Facebook
SigEp members pose in front of their fraternity house on College Ave.

Peters said there are six
vice presidents and a chaplain.
Cornelius Ketcham is next in
charge of the six vice presidents

and also served as a staff member of The Easterner this year.
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Women’s basketball loses players
Departures leave the team with
five players on scholarship, some
players claim unhappiness
By Brandon Cline
staff reporter

Photo by Anna Mills
Jade Redmon is one of five players leaving the team.

INSIDE:

Washington state Governor Jay Inslee declared a statewide drought on May 15, the
first since 2005.
The Office of the Washington State Climatologist
recorded a record rainy season from October 2014 to
March 2015, which has resulted in a lack of snow on
the mountains. During that
period of time, the average
temperature was 40.5 degrees
Fahrenheit, only 4.7 degrees
above the 20th century longterm average and ranked as
the warmest October through
March on record.
Under Washington state
law chapter 173-166, a drought
emergency can be declared if
an area is experiencing, or is
predicted to experience, a water supply that is below 75 percent normal and if the people
living in those areas will likely
suffer from a water shortage.
In April, the United
States Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) recorded Washington state’s snowpacks melting earlier than normal.
The NRCS found on

Coming off perhaps the best season in
program history, the EWU women’s basketball team finds itself with just five players on
scholarship after seven players left the program this offseason.
Most notable amongst those leaving the
program is sophomore Jade Redmon, who
has started in 52 games for the Eagles and
notched a triple-double against Wichita State
University this past year. Redmon has not
yet revealed what school she will transfer to.
Redmon cited the coaching style as the
primary reason why she’s transferring, saying she “wasn’t happy here.”
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Upcoming Events:

June 1: Andy
Grammer
performing at
EWU.
Students can
pick up their
free ticket at the
EWU Bookstore
before May 31.
Bring your student I.D. with
you at the time
of pick-up.

May
May 28: ASEWU: The ASEWU
council meeting starts at 4 p.m.
in the PUB fireside lounge.
May 28: Jass Residency Concert
starts at 7:30 p.m. in the Music
Building Recital Hall.
May 30: The 2015 EWU Alumni
Awards Gala starts at 5 p.m. at
the Spokane Convention Center.

Creative Commons License

June 2: Paws and Relax: Dogs
and puppies will be in the
PUB MPR at 12 p.m. to help
students de-stress before finals
week.

OPINION: Smoke-free
campus possible, but
not likely

June 2: Greek Week Lip Sync
starts at 7 p.m. in Showalter
Auditorium.

For the most up-to-date events
in Cheney and Spokane,
follow us: @EasternerOnline

Designated smoking
areas seem to be the best
idea for non-smokers and
smokers alike, page 6
Illustration by Lauren Campbell
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What would you like to see the new provost bring to EWU? Let us know on Twitter.

Interim provost set to
assume position in June
By Jasmine Ari Kemp
news editor
With another school year at
its end, EWU is preparing for
another change in administration.
President Mary
Cullinan
has named
Mary Ann
K e o g h
Hoss as interim provost,
folFuller
lowing the
departure of current provost,
Rex Fuller.
Keogh Hoss is the director
of health services administration for the College of Health
Science and Public Health,
which she helped create. Since
her beginnings in healthcare in
1968, Keogh Hoss has worked
in management positions from
interim dean of Eastern’s college of health science to interim
CEO of Western State Hospital
in Lakewood, Washington.
Although Keogh Hoss
is based in Spokane at the
Riverpoint campus, she said
she wants to continue the
efforts she has already seen
on campus to connect Riverpoint students with the main
Cheney campus.
She said she is also looking forward to becoming familiar with the Cheney campus herself.
Out in Cheney, Provost
Rex Fuller is preparing to
move to Western Oregon
University (WOU) as its president alongside an inaugural
board of trustees.
Fuller said that consider-
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ing Oregon just changed their
higher education system, it
will be important for him and
the new board to focus on advocacy for WOU.
“The downside to a system
[like that of Washington’s] are
smaller universities can get
their voices muffled,” he said.
He wants to bring his knowledge from working in both
kinds of education systems to
his new job.
Fuller’s foray into the presidential field is not new. In 2014,
he applied to become EWU’s
26th president.
Aspirations for a university presidency falls along the
boundaries of what Fuller says
is “inside and outside work.”
As a provost, he works mainly
with the administration. A university president gets to work
outside of the campus and with
the surrounding communities.
“I want to enjoy the external
aspects of the job,” said Fuller.
Keogh Hoss will assume
Fuller’s former position on
June 15.
Vice Provost Linda Kieffer
said when a new person steps
on board, there will be change,
but change is not bad.
When the university finds a
new, permanent provost, Kieffer said, “[they] will take us in a
direction we were meant to go.”
The direction Fuller said
he wants staff and faculty at
EWU to remember is continuing to focus on student success and making academic
affairs a priority.
“Academic programs need
to be strong and vibrant. Without it, student interest wains. I
hope it continues to … develop
and strengthen,” he said.

DROUGHT:

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
May 1, 11 snow sites
that are clear for the first
time in recorded history.
Snowpack is a third
source of water for rivers and lakes and is
a relied on source of
groundwater recharge
during spring, summer
and fall, according the
Washington Department
of Agriculture.
“We’re really starting to feel the pain from
this snowpack drought.
Impacts are already severe in several areas of
the state,” said Inslee in
his press release. “Difficult decisions are being
made about what crops
get priority water and
how best to save fish.”
Hector Castro, communications director for
the Washington Department of Agriculture,
said they predict a $1.2
billion crop loss this year
because of the drought.
“What that will mean
for other parts of the
state economy is hard to
say, but it will certainly
have a significant impact,” said Castro.
In response, the Washington State Department
of Ecology has requested
a little more than $9.5
million from the Legislature for drought relief
and has already started
drought relief work with
existing funds.
For eastern Washington, the main concerns
are boosting water supplies for agriculture and
protecting fish species.
“In general, our biggest role will be to assist those with a water supply affected by

Washington Drought 2015
what does a drought declaration do?
Issue emergency permits for water.
Approve temporary transfers of water rights.
Provide funding assistance to
public agencies to help ease
drought conditions.
Take other actions depending on future
drought conditions.

“

Graphic by Joseph Weeden

We’re really starting to feel the pain from
this snowpack drought. Impacts are already
severe in several areas of the state.

Jay Inslee

Washington state Governor

drought with changes
to their water rights,”
said Brook Beeler, communication manager at
the Eastern Region Office of the Department
of Ecology. “This could
mean temporarily moving the location of a well
or finding an alternate
supply through another

water right holder.”
Beeler said the Department of Ecology
will likely require people with surface water
rights, many of which
are for outdoor irrigation and agriculture, to
reduce their water usage.
The call will be made
when water levels in the

Colville and Little Spokane rivers fall below
what is usually required
for regular water usage.
“This is something
that happens in dry
years, but this year the
drought will exacerbate
the problem and it will
likely happen sooner,”
said Beeler.

Start out on top.

start in the lead.

Start moving up.

start commanding attention.

Start learning more.

start taking charge.
Start getting ahead of the game.

start strong.
sm

There’s strong. Then there’s Army Strong. By enrolling in Army ROTC at Eastern Washington University you will
develop leadership skills and earn an Army Officer’s commission after graduation—two things that will help ensure
you succeed in life. Army ROTC also offers full-tuition, merit-based scholarships to help you pay for your college
degree. With a start like that, there is no limit to what you can achieve.
To get started, visit www.goarmy.com/rotc/ar49

Army ROTC is a platform to build the confidence needed to thrive in uncertainty.
To learn more about leadership and management training, please call Rob Riedel at (509) 359-2386 or rotc@ewu.edu
©2008. Paid for by the United states army. all rights reserved.
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Thursday

Friday

Sunday

ASEWU Council Meetings
for spring quarter 2015

2015 EWU Alumni
Awards Gala

Concert Jazz Orchestra
at Artfest

4-5:30 p.m. | PUB Fireside
Lounge

5 p.m. | Spokane Convention Center

12 p.m. | Coeur d’Alene
Park, Spokane

page

Monday

Tuesday

String Recital

Paws and Relax

Brass Extravaganza

5 p.m. | Music Building
Recital Hall

12-2 p.m. | PUB MPR

7:30 p.m. | Music Building
Recital Hall

Jazz Residency Concert

Andy Grammar: “Nah Nah
Honey I’m Good” Concert

7:30 p.m. | Music Building
Recital Hall

7 p.m. | Reese Court

3

Greek Week Lip Sync
7 p.m. | Showalter Auditorium

Library hosts annual cake contest
Contest
encourages
reading among
youth and
community
By Griffin Stiles
contributing writer
In an unlikely blend of literary appreciation, unorthodox
visual design and culinary skill,
the University library once
again found itself hosting the
annual Books2Eat contest.
For the last 11 years, the library has made it a tradition to
put on a competition involving
book-themed, decorative cakes.
Students, faculty and even
members from the community
put their baking skills and creativity to the test, pitting a lettuce-topped hobbit hole against
a chocolate bear face with unsettling eyes.
“The event is really open to anyone who wants a part in it,” said
Amy Lakowski, the event’s coordinator. “Students, staff. I actually
think the majority of entrants this

year were from the community.”
The event isn’t just for contest, though. There is an icing
on this cake.
“The event is great because it
encourages reading at a young
age,” said Lakowski.
Indeed, many of the entrants
seemed to be of a younger
generation. There wasan overwhelming majority of cakes
based on children’s and young
adult’s books on display.
A “Goodnight Moon” cake
sat quietly across from a literal
“Life of Pi.” Other entries included cakes based on “The Hunger
Games,” ironically, “The Princess
and the Pea,” “Put me in a Zoo,”
and “The Fault in our Stars” and
several others.
Patricia Kelley, the former
dean of libraries and one of the
founders of the event, said it was
a great way to involve the outside
community with the university.
“I think it’s a really great
event,” said Kelley. “It gets people from all over involved. Community, kids, everyone. This year,
I think we have five entries from
kids around the community.”
Kelley said the event reminded people of the roots of
their culture: “It lets people
remember that even if they’ve
seen the movie, the story was
once something written.”
The event has become a

Photo by Nicole Ruse
The “Lemonade Serenade or The Thing in the Garden” cupcakes on display at the Books2Eat contest.

steadfast tradition, and not just
for the library.
Some of the contestants have
made a point of submitting a
cake every year.
Kady Cullen, one of the
younger entrants, has been entering cakes for six years.
“It’s really fun for my whole
family,” said Cullen. “My little
brother actually has his first

cake entered this year.”
On the event’s appeal, Cullen
said, “I love looking at all the entries. I like to see how everyone
did theirs differently. And I love
eating them, of course.” Cullen
did comment that there were usually more fondant cakes. “Definitely fewer fondant cakes this
year,” she said.
The event is certainly not

lacking in support and looks to
be going nowhere.
Next May, all will be welcome again to peruse and partake in the creative cakery or
even submit an entry of their
own. Until then, enthusiasts of
literary-themed pastries will
simply have to bide their time
for another year.

Yard show showcases Greek organizations
By Nathan Peters
managing editor

Contributed by Gamma Alpha Omega sorority
Sorority members pose for their yard show event on May 20.

Gamma Alpha Omega’s third
annual Yard Show was held at the
campus mall May 20. The Diversified Greek Council (DGC) and
National Pan-Hellenic Council
(NPHC) organization members
showcased their routines for each
other and passing students.
For the DGC and NPHC chapters, yard shows are more informal
events open to the public that showcase the step and stroll routines of
its members, according to Adan
Meza, DGC president and Omega
Delti Phi fraternity member.
Stepping is making rhythmic
beats with your body. Strolling

is dancing in sync with a number of people in a line to music.
The step and strolls are often
traditions of the multicultural
organizations, meaning they are
an organization-wide tradition
taught and learned to members
across the country.
Vanessa Lopez, an EWU student, attended the event with her
friend, student Edith Melendez.
Lopez said, “There was a big
rally, so we wanted to see.” She
also said she had friends performing in the yard show.
Melanie Murphy, Gamma Alpha
Omega sorority member and next
year’s DGC president, said yard
shows are public relations events
to help the campus learn about the

DGC and NPHC organizations.
“There are only a couple of
events throughout the school year
that recognizes multicultural organizations,” said Murphy.
There are five DGC and NPHC
fraternities at Eastern and five
DGC and NPHC sororities. The
chapters on campus belong to their
affiliated national and international organizations.
Mayhem, the DGC-hosted
step and stroll competition during Greek Week, will take place
on May 30, 7-9 p.m. in Showalter Auditorium. For the Mayhem and Lip Sync Competition,
tickets must be purchased at the
EWU Bookstore.

think
summer

With more than 500 summer courses
at EWU, the opportunities are endless.
Summer classes are condensed into
4- and 8-week sessions, enabling you
to finish faster.

Start planning now.
summer.ewu.edu
EWUSummerSession

@EWUSummer
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SIGMA PHI EPSILON:

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Comic by Joseph Weedon

FINALS WEEK:

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
“Take school seriously,
still have fun, but you are
paying all this money for
school so why get bad grades
when you could be bettering
your future,” said Poole.
Hughes said the No. 1
problem students fall prey to
during the end of the quarter
is procrastination.
“I think one problem
might be waiting until finals week to study. … Really
think about finals week as
two weeks and do some time
management,” said Hughes.
Counseling trainee Leah
Parker said in an email interview, there are many
ways to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of
studying, so students spend
less time rereading the
material. Things like taking breaks, studying with

friends and creating incentives can really help to keep
students engaged.
“Try to take practice tests
or study in the same area,
building, room that you will
be taking the test. Place cells
in the brain recognize where
you are and what you typically do in that environment,
utilize that evolutionarily
feature to your advantage,”
said Parker.
EWU
senior
David
Smith said when he prepares for an exam, he looks
over all the materials given
to him and builds a study
guide off it.
“I just look at the power
points and main handout
materials. Then I try to make
a study guide like one page,
like I can take it to the test,
and then if I can’t then I just
study off of that mainly,”
said Smith.
Poole said she prefers to

use flashcards, even though
they can be time consuming.
“Whenever I have a big
test coming up, I like to use
flash cards. It sucks to make
the flashcards because it
takes so much time, but it is
definitely worth it and actually going through them a
bunch of times really helps,”
said Poole.
Hughes said because
each student is different,
studying comes down to
finding a method that works
best for them. After developing good study habits, Hughes said students
should work on their time
management and try to have
a good overall balance on
life and studying.
According to Parker, the
worst things a student can
do before a test is cram the
night before, stop taking care
of their body and let their
stress get out of control. She

said stress can be good and
beneficial because it is a self
motivator, but it can also be
very damaging.
“Give yourself permission to do something for
yourself. Stress will always
be there to go back to, contentment is much more elusive. Hang on to it when you
find it,” said Parker.

“Our staff at headquarters really values their
chapters and values their members, and if someone wants to make a difference with their chapter, they’re going to partner alongside them as
much as possible and prepare them for the future,” said Peters.
All thoughts have turned toward what is next
for the fraternity.
“As president, I am looking forward to the future to begin strategically looking at how SigEp
can be an added value to this campus and bring
a unique experience for young men to become a
part of,” said Peters.
Peters said one of his goals is increasing the
amount of members by recruiting during the
summer and fall.
“This is a new SigEp, this is a new group of
young men who are going to be on campus striving to make a difference,” said Peters.
The image the fraternity previously portrayed
is not what Peters wants for the new Sigma Phi
Epsilon, this SigEp will keep a close eye on its values and relate them to every action.
“Ultimately, the road ahead will be paved by
the new leadership, and EWU staff is on hand to
partner with alumni, national headquarter staff
and undergraduates to support where needed,”
said Armstrong. “We are confident that Sigma Phi
Epsilon can be value added to the sorority and fraternity community.”

Police Beat
By Claire Simpson
copy editor

Unknown date
Unknown time
Tampering with fire alarm
An intoxicated student was arrested
for pulling a fire alarm in Dryden Hall.

Corrections for Issue 28
• There was no photo credit given for the sports mugs on page 7. They were contributed by goeags.com.
• The athletes’ bios on page 7 were written by Samuel Deal.
• The EWU World Cup final score was incorrectly listed as 5-3. The score was actually 5-1.

May 19
1:36 p.m.
Assault
A resident of the Townhouse Apartments reported his half-sister had
pushed him repeatedly while he was
attempting to remove her from his
residence. There was no arrest, but
officers ensured she left the area.
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9:30 p.m.
Burglary
A resident on the 10th floor of Pearce
Hall reported that her Macbook Air and
iPad 2 had been stolen from her room.
She had only left for a brief amount
of time, so the room was not locked.
Though she would not give the name
to the police, the resident suspects an
individual she had argued with previously committed the burglary. The investigation is currently pending.

May 20
2 p.m.
Destruction of Property
When an owner returned to her truck
parked in P12, she noticed white and
blue/green pinstripes had been painted on it since she had parked it that
morning. The paint spanned across
all panels of the vehicle and the design looked like it had been done professionally. A greeting was written on
the dirt on the passenger side door.
There are no leads or suspects.

May 24
6:27 a.m.
Traffic Violation
An officer was dispatched to the
Townhouse Apartments for suspicious circumstances when she noticed two cars leaving the area together. She stopped both to question
them and run their licences. One of
the drivers had a suspended license
and was arrested.

5:55 p.m.
Theft
A resident of snyamncut Hall discovered his car had been “gone through”
since he had parked in P13 on May
22. There was no damage and no
signs of forced entry, but he claimed
that a pair of black winter gloves had
been taken from the driver’s side
door pocket. The item is estimated to
be worth $1.

May 25
2:08 a.m.
Alcohol
A fire alarm went off in the penthouse
bathroom of Pearce Hall. When the
students were gathered behind the
building, a resident repeatedly approached an officer aggressively,
while yelling and waving his arms.
After determining he was intoxicated, a citation for minor in possession
was issued to him.

12:25 p.m.
Theft
A black bicycle locked up outside
Dryden Hall was stolen. There are no
leads or suspects.
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@EasternerOnline - Do you think Eastern should be a smoke-free campus? • Share your thoughts with us.

op-ed

Smoking areas benefit whole campus community
By ZoË Colburn
opinion editor
First and foremost, I want
to make it clear I am not here to
preach to anyone about whether
or not they
should smoke
cigarettes. I
couldn’t care
less that people
smoke. Not
only is it none
of my business,
in the end it
really doesn’t
Colburn
matter either
way to me personally.
However, I do have beef with
the way smoking is handled on
Eastern’s campus. As far as I can
tell, as a person who spends a fair
amount of time on campus, the
rules for smoking on campus are
more or less non-existent. Although
Eastern adheres (albeit seemingly
barely) to state laws requiring a
25-foot buffer zone between people
smoking cigarettes and building
entrances, I can honestly say I have
never seen that law actually being
followed.
Although my personal preference would be a completely
smoke-free campus, I can recognize

the problems with that shift—the
most prominent being that nicotine
addiction is an issue to consider,
and maybe a little sympathy for
cigarette smokers wouldn’t be the
worst thing in the world. So what
it ultimately comes down to is that
there simply needs to be more done
to enforce laws dictating where
smoking is allowed.
Not only do people choose to
ignore the 25-foot buffer zone, resulting in a face-full of second-hand
smoke for anyone exiting buildings
on campus, but a lot of students
choose to smoke while walking to
class — again, resulting in a facefull (and subsequently lung-full) of
second-hand smoke for whoever is
behind them.
Now, most of us went through
the “No Stank You” era of antismoking propaganda, but the fact
of the matter is that secondhand
smoke is dangerous. Not just for
those of us with asthma (although
that certainly doesn’t help matters
at all), but in general. According
to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC), secondhand smoke was responsible for
7,300 cases of lung cancer per year
between 2007 and 2009.
Illustration by Lauren Campbell
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Policing professors need to understand students’ pressures
By Bekah Frank
administrative assistant
When in class, I believe I should have
the right to work on other class assignments
or catch up on reading if need be, but some
professors try to police
their classroom as if it
were a high school class.
Let me begin by saying I completely respect
my professors, the time
they take to share their
knowledge and the
mutual understanding
that I will not disrupt
Frank
their class. However,
many professors, in my
opinion, go way too far when exercising
their classroom authority.
My biggest complaint with this is when
professors get mad, or even try to kick you
out of class, because you are working on
something for another class. I have had
professors tell me I could not have my computer open while I was in class.
I am the one paying for that class, and if I

need to study for something else, that is my
choice. If I fail your class because I was not
paying attention, that is my own fault and,
again, my own choice.
Accounting professor Jack Gambill said
he has had students working on other materials in his class.
“I have had students study for an
exam that is coming up in the next class
period, and I know they are studying.
They are listening but they are also trying
to [study],” said Gambill. “At least they
were courteous to come to listen and try to
observe the material.”
Now, I do not always do homework
for my Tuesday class during my Monday
class, but sometimes life happens and I
need the extra time. What professors do
not understand is I am good at multitasking and I can read a book and listen to
their lecture at the same time so I do not
miss anything important.
Junior Aleigha Brandt said she also takes
issue with professors who structure the class
too strictly.
“I have a problem with when they ask
for attendance. I am literally paying your

salary by sitting here,” said Brandt. “It’s
different when you are in high school,
but I am in college, I am an adult and I
can be there if I want to.”
Gambill said he does not require students to attend class. He does not punish
students for absences, but rather he tries
to reward the students who do show up
by offering extra credit or hints on the
next exam.
“I don’t take role. If you come to class
you are paying for it. If you want to be
there it is up to you,” said Gambill.
What do professors expect students
to do? I feel as though professors these
days do not understand how busy students can be. I am currently taking four
classes, doing a four-credit internship,
working two jobs and helping my parents
on the weekends.
Granted, I usually try to work ahead of
the schedule, and anyone who knows me
can vouch for that. However, sometimes life
happens and I am not able to get my studying done on my own time. Most professors
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letter to the editor

The President’s Talk On Diversity Falls Flat

First, I want to acknowledge and thank those involved
in the production of Diversity Week as I’m sure it can be a
lengthy and thoughtful process.
Dr. Mary Cullinan’s talk on May 12 titled “Walking Together to Transform Lives” fell flat as she was unmindful toward
the struggle minority groups on campus face.
Well into her speech, Cullinan finally gained focus toward
EWU’s diverse student population as she spoke of lactation
rooms on campus being available. However, those rooms are
always locked, preventing them from being used. She also
failed to mention the importance of gender-neutral bathrooms
on campus or even the new alleged multi-cultural center coming in and what she hopes those things will do for students.
When a student mentioned her own experiences on campus, Cullinan was reluctant to take a stance and propose solutions. Her answers were inattentive and unthoughtful.
Cullinan only took three questions from students, sitting
down before students had a chance to really get engaged. Although the event was for two hours, Cullinan raced to her seat

after the first hour, and avoided answering questions in front
of the whole audience. By doing this, she escaped being held
accountable for her words.
Cullinan made her character further questionable when
she said she attended the lavender graduation (the LGBTQIAA graduation ceremony). She spoke in the beginning of the
event, however, she left very early, perhaps directly following her speech. I don’t think that counts as attendance. This
wouldn’t be out of character for her as she left early at a BSU
event in the fall quarter, where students demanded change to
the curriculum of EWU to include mandatory race and diversity classes.
Cullinan’s behavior has shown passive commitment for
diversity on campus, thus underserving our student body.

By Dara Clay
EWU Student

Serving the EWU community since 1916
letters to the editor

Zoë Colburn
Opinion Editor
easterner.opinion@gmail.com

Requirements:
-Letters should be 300 words
or less and typed, or legibly
handwritten.
-Include your full name,
signature, telephone number and
email address for verification.
-We reserve the right not to
publish letters; furthermore, all
letters are subject to editing.
-Letters must be received no later
than Monday at 10 a.m. in order
to be considered for publication
the following Wednesday.
-If your letter is in response to a
specific article, please list the title
and date of the article.

Editorial policy
We encourage the EWU
community to submit letters and
opinion pieces that conform to
the requirements listed above.
Opinion articles and letters to the
editor do not necessarily reflect
the views and opinions of The
Easterner, its staff members or
Eastern Washington University.

Easterner Asks: Should Eastern be a smoke-free campus? Why/why not?
“I’m gonna go with yes,
just because the smoking
areas are bigger areas
and they’re still invasive
to people who don’t want
to be around smoke.”

“It would be nice to have an area
for people to smoke. Maybe not
have students smoke around
campus, because some people,
like myself, have asthma,
and it’s really hard to smell
the smoke when I’m walking
to class. So I don’t think we
should ban it completely, but it
would be nice to have an area
where they’re only allowed to
smoke in that specific place.”

“I don’t believe it should be
smoke-free, but maybe just
have smoking areas, because
I understand some people
don’t smoke, or are allergic to
it, or something else. But at
the same time, some people
are addicted to cigarettes, so
I feel there has to be some
compromise and maybe try
and help both people out.”

Shelly Fleming
Junior

Raghda Alhmeyrat
Sophomore

Mac Ogren
Junior
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structure their classes like
Gambill does, and they are
understanding of how busy
students can be. Gambill said
the only thing he will not tolerate is students talking during the lecture, or cheating.
On the other hand, there
are also professors who can
be a little egocentric and
want my full undivided attention when in their class.
Junior Merissa Clark said
that one of her professors
told his students that he did
not care what they thought
or believed.
“The moment we walked
in that room he told us, all 50
of us, ‘My opinion is the only
one that matters,’” said Clark.
Clark said that this professor was not polite about
letting everyone know that
his authority and his opinion
would not be questioned.
He let his students know
that he had tenure and could
not be fired, so if they had a
problem with him, there was
nothing they could do.
“It was more of a ‘I am
going to push my opinion on
people, and I can get away
with it.’ The worst part of
it was … he didn’t believe
in God, he didn’t believe in
religion,” said Clark. “He
said out loud: ‘Anyone who
has a religion shows a lack of
intelligence.’ He wasn’t even
teaching anymore.”
Clark said one student,
who was a Christian, stood
up and told him he can’t say
that stuff. The student made
it clear that he respects the
professor and his position,
but he did not respect what
the professor was saying.
The professor told him
he wasn’t going to pass the
class, according to Clark, and
sure enough, the professor
failed that student.
It is this overextension of
authority that bothers me.
Brandt said she shares my
opinion when it comes to
professors being unreasonably strict in the classroom.
Brandt said her roommate had a professor that
required attendance, but did
not like it when students
showed up sick and were
coughing during class.
“[My roommate] gets
sick a lot, and she was trying
to suppress her cough, but
there was a kid next to her
that was coughing and the
professor kicked him out of
class,” said Brandt.
I have had mostly good
experiences with the professors here. Many of them
understand the time constraints that students have,
and I appreciate that. For the
professors who take their authority and run with it, I just
ask that you try to remember
how difficult it was when
you were a student and cut
us some slack.

Cheney living not student friendly
Finding an apartment, house locally carries stressful outlook
By Joe Matthews
contributing writer
With just a few weeks left
until summer, all the stresses
students have are put toward
finals and projects. Those are
good things
to be worried about.
However, if
you pass and
make it back
to Eastern
next year, for
most there is
still a lingerMatthews
ing question:
“Where am I going to live?”
Incoming freshman have it easy
with all the dorms that are available to them. But for upperclassmen and those wishing to vacate
the dorms, finding a decent
place to live can be more challenging than one would expect.
“Me and my boyfriend
looked for over a month until
we found a house that would
not only take us, but that was
affordable, too,” said Cory
Stone, a junior. “It’s crazy to
think that we are in a college
town that isn’t that student
friendly when it comes to finding a place to actually live. We
even called Cheney Realty and
they wouldn’t rent houses to us
because we are students.”
Stone said she is paying less
for her house than she did for her
apartement.
With the average cost of living

in Cheney at $683 per month, acif there are four people living
cording to citydata.com, students in the apartment, only two will
might get a little worried as to
have their own bathroom.
how they are going to afford a
The Grove is a little bit differplace to live. Thankfully there are ent with the highest rate being
several options.
$540 a month if you want to live
While Stone was looking for
alone or even with one other pera house, most college students
son. The price goes down to $480
end up in apartments, which
a month per person if you live
are a bit easier to come by
with two other people. Though
though they can be pricey. With the price per month when living
options such as The Grove,
with two people is a bit more
Boulder Apartments, and Eagle
than Eagle Point, one has to take
Point, students have many
into consideration that with The
choices in their search for apart- Grove, every room has its own
ments. Again,
bathroom, is
the downside
comes fully fur“With even more
of this is that
nished and pets
apartments are
apartment complexes are allowed.
expensive.
Though
in Cheney as well,
The most exBoulder isn’t
it is clear that an
pensive of those
the last apartapartment might be ment complex
three is Eagle
Point, charging
in Cheney, it is
the easiest to find.
an insane $795 a
of the more
Not only that, but they one
month for a one
popular among
also offer a new sense students. This
bedroom apartment. Changing
of freedom, at least complex has
with the amount
for freshman coming the potential of
of bedrooms,
being the cheapout of the dorms.”
the price could
est of the three
get up to $1340
with a three
a month. Split
bedroom coming
between four
to around $310 a
people however,
month per perEWU Student
lowers the price
son. However,
to $335 a month,
if living alone
which isn’t all
is the preferthat bad. Things to remember
ence, it is right up there with
is that the apartments do have
Eagle Point charging $768 per
a washer/dryer units but are
month. Again, like Eagle Point,
not furnished, pets are allowed
a drawback is that if you have
under limited circumstances and more than one roommate, some-

Joe Matthews

one is going to have to share a
bathroom. Unlike The Grove,
Boulder is not furnished, but,
on the upside, they do allow up
to two cats.
With even more apartment
complexes in Cheney, it is clear
an apartment might be the easiest
to find. Not only that, but they
also offer a new sense of freedom, at least for freshman coming out of the dorms.
“I moved into an apartment
right after living in Dressler and
it was definitely an easier transition than moving into a house
would have been,” said Eastern
senior Nate Loague. “The only
bill I paid was for rent, which
made it easy. The best part is that
there are no CAs so you really
have a newfound freedom that
you don’t get in the dorms.”
Clearly there are positives
and negatives to every housing
option in Cheney and it is hard
to pick the best one. Whether it is
the cost, the amenities, the need
for a pet or just friends, one has
to think about what is most convenient when making the choice.
Houses, though more difficult for
students to find, offer more freedom than most apartments, but
bills will come in bunches. Apartments offer the convenience and
amenities, but even without bills
they are expensive. With summer
approaching, leases are being
signed and places are filling up.
It is time to make that decision
and lock down a nest for next
year’s Eagles.

letter to the editor
Response to “Theater capstone class pumps out plays”
Dear Mr. Elliston,
This is the director of “Passing” speaking. I really appreciate you taking the time
to acknowledge the capstone productions
that are playing soon. I would like to point
out some inconsistencies with the current
article explaining what the play “Passing”
is about.
The first thing I need to point out is
your reference to “... a gentleman in a coma
dying from AIDS.” First of all, the main
character is not dying from AIDS; in fact
the play never mentions the word AIDS,
HIV or any STD of any kind. What you’re
talking about, sir, is “plot”, not “meaning.”

SMOKING:
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You could argue that the time a nonsmoker spends exposed to secondhand
smoke while on campus is insignificant,
but as far as I’m concerned, there isn’t any

Second, the play is more than just a man
in a coma while the rest of his family and
friends cope with it. It’s a mix between
fantasy and reality, regarding the main
character’s alter ego, Mario. He was created
by the dying man, Pony, as a figment of his
own imagination. Pony is the only person
who not only sees Mario, but can, and does,
interact with him; while completely nonexistent to everyone else.
Third, a stage reading is more than just
“...simply going on stage and quoting lines.”
The actors still give out strong performances
and live through their characters.
The play’s author, the late Robert Pittman, wrote this play in the late 1980s when

he was a playwright in residence at Amsterdam. The characters Pittman created
for this play are all people we can relate to;
friends, relatives, etc.
Thank you for taking the time to read
this. If you have any questions about the
play, feel free to contact me and we’ll schedule to meet with one another, if you like.

such thing as an insignificant exposure to
secondhand smoke. Lung cancer is the most
prominent form of cancer in the US, and
without proper regulation of smoking in
public places, it really doesn’t matter much
whether or not a person smokes.
As I said earlier, I’m not really inter-

ested in banning smoking completely—both
because I don’t think it would ever happen
and because I recognize that cigarette addiction is something to consider. All I’m asking
is for better-enforced smoking areas. My
respiratory health is at least as important as
your need to smoke.

Public Hearing on Proposed WAC Changes
Eastern Washington University is proposing the following changes to Washington Administrative Code:
1) amending chapter 172-64 WAC, Alcohol Policy at Eastern Washington University; these revisions
are needed to update university standards and processes concerning the use of alcohol on property
owned or controlled by Eastern Washington University.
4) amending chapter 172-90 WAC, Student Academic Integrity; these revisions are needed to update
university standards and processes concerning the administration of academic integrity processes.
5) amending chapter 172-121 WAC, Eastern Washington University Student Conduct Code; this revision modifies the violations covered under this rule to exclude acts of academic dishonesty which shall
be subsequently governed by Chapter 172-90 WAC, Student Academic Integrity.
Proposed rule changes can be viewed in the Washington State Register, at:
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/law/wsr/agency/EasternWashingtonUniversity.htm
EWU will conduct a public hearing on these proposed rule changes on June 23, 2015, at 2:00 p.m.
in Showalter Hall, Room 201, Cheney, WA 99004. Members of the public may testify at this hearing
and/or submit written comments. Submit written comments by 5:00 p.m. on June 22, 2015, to: EWU,
University Policy Administrator, Office of the President, 214 Showalter Hall, Cheney, WA 99004; e-mail
tlutey@ewu.edu; fax 509-359-7036.
Additional Information:
(1) Date of Intended Adoption: June 26, 2015.
(2) Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 28B.35.120(12).
(3) These rules are not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court decision.
(4) Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting: Trent Lutey, 214 Showalter, Cheney, WA
99004, (509) 359-6322; Implementation and Enforcement: Laurie Connelly, 214 Showalter, Cheney,
WA 99004, (509) 359-2371.
(5) No small business economic impact statement has been prepared under chapter 19.85 RCW.
These WAC revisions do not impose a disproportionate impact on small businesses.
(6) A cost-benefit analysis is not required under RCW 34.05.328. These WACs are not considered
significant legislative rules by EWU.

By Ryan Hartwell
EWU Student

MUST SEE!
Great deal in Cheney! Rent
now for next year!
Newly remodeled Apartment in Cheney. 2 Bdrm., 1
Bath. Range, New Fridge &
New Dishwasher.
New floor, new blinds, new
paint, updated bath.
On site laundry & off street
parking. Walk to EWU.
Non Smoking - No pets.
$650/mo + $650 deposit
Call or Text (509) 723-7782
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NHL beats
the NBA
The NBA can’t compete with the NHL.
Professional basketball
may draw
bigger ratings and
have bigger
stars, but in
terms
of
excitement,
it simply
Sam Deal
cannot
compete
up with professional hockey.
Both
leagues
have
reached their respective conference finals and are mere
days away from championship finals, but as all four
series are shaping up and
entering the home stretch,
there are two very different
story lines.
In basketball, the Warriors and Cavaliers have
each taken commanding series leads over their respective opponents, as expected.
Some of the games have
been closely matched, but
none have been the edgeof-your-seat drama playoff
sports are all about.
Grantland’s
Ryan
O’Hanlon summed up the
Cavaliers series against
the Atlanta Hawks series
earlier this week simply
stating, “We’re not having
fun yet.”
For the Warriors, the
Houston Rockets have
poised a little more fight
than
many
expected;
however, Golden State
has still come away with

NHL - PAGE 9
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Mystery on the Walls
review

Photo by Sierra Sans
The EWU Climbing staff talks about rock climbing to a student at the URC.

By Sierra Sans
contributing writer
Kevin Klim stands still with his climbing
harness on and gear attached, eyes peeled before the gray walls. Covered in a color display
of polyester, plastic rock holds, these walls are
what make up EWU’s climbing gym in the
small corner of the University Recreation Center. Contemplating his motives, Klim reads into
these walls carefully, examining each route and
drawing up new ones in his head. Just another
day at the office.
Klim and his staff of 20 plus EWU students
are what make climbing possible on campus.
With good work ethics, a desire to learn and
innovative creativity, this group of individuals
work together to put their ideas and talents to
work for students to enjoy.
Each week, old climbing routes are taken
down and replaced by new ones envisioned by
Klim and his staff.

Anyone can walk in the gym and see the 30foot, top-roping wall with multi-colored ropes
anchored at the top and 15-foot bouldering
walls, both littered in chalk-covered holds. Each
route is given a name, some unique, some meaningful, some funny. There are names that are serious: in October 2012, each route was renamed
after a breast cancer survivor. Other names are
set as a source of awareness and named after
current issues, where its sole purpose is to push
people’s knowledge of issues and possibly put
it on their radar.
The gray floor, soft enough to sleep on, provides a cushion for boulderers to land safely on.
Each staff member, wearing a black climbing wall
shirt, greets each visitor with a smile and provides
shoes and a harness if asked. They’re friendly,
but be careful what you say — if you start talking
about climbing, they will never stop talking.
Photo by Sierra Sans

CLIMBING WALL - PAGE 9

A staff member spots a climber at the wall.
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her basketball career playing
for Eugene’s Northwest Christian, a Division II program.
Although Ryan is graduating, she still had one year of eligibility left after redshirting her
first year on campus. Ryan has
undergone three knee surgeries
and will not continue her basketball career at another school.
The other four will transfer to
universities to continue their collegiate basketball careers.
Brown was critical of the
program in an interview with
the Spokesman-Review, saying, “I find it strange that so
many people have voiced their
unhappiness and they are going to look for other options
next year, but there hasn’t
been anyone looking into the
source of the problem.”
The Eagles are looking to
quickly reload their roster with
recruits and transfers, with the
team having already signed several players whose names are
yet to be released.
“I would guess in the next
week or so that we’re back up
to about 12 [players], which is
a healthy roster,” said Schuller.
“We’ll continue just to talk to
kids and see who’s out there.”
The Eagles finished with 21
wins in the 2014-15 season, tied
for the most in program history
and the most in Schuller’s 14
years at EWU. The team finished
12-6 in the Big Sky regular season and advanced to the semifinals of the Big Sky Tournament,
losing to Montana, 55-51. They
also beat the University of Florida to win the Gator Holiday
Classic in non-conference play.
The Eagles were selected
to participate in the Women’s
National Invitational Tournament, where they took down
Washington State University,
67-65, on a game-winning shot
by Redmon, giving the team
another signature win. EWU
fell in the second round to conference foe Sacramento State
University, 84-49.

three victories in four
contests, as they were expected to do.
Meanwhile in the ratingless abyss that is NBC
Sports, all but 7 of the 10
games have been decided by
one goal and four of those
have gone to overtime.
As I write this, the Chicago Blackhawks and Anaheim Ducks are locked in a
3-2 series that matches up
contrasting styles as well as
any fan could ever hope.
In the Eastern Conference, the No. 1 ranked New
York Rangers trail an explosive Tampa Bay Lightning,
3-2.
The storylines are everywhere: Has Tampa Bay figured out Henrik Lundqvist?
Can Chicago keep winning
with only four defenseman?
Where has Steve Stamkos’
game gone and will it reappear anytime soon?
And the games have been
filled with edge-of-yourseat, scream-your-head-off
fandom moments that seem
to just keep getting better.
Even the New York Rangers drag out, slow the game
style has been exciting as the
Tampa Bay Lightning’s electric forwards have continually bull rushed of the best
defenses in hockey.
The parity in the NHL is
truly great and makes for
some good TV.
The NHL may never get
the ratings the NBA gets in
this country, but if you find
yourself in front of a TV in
the next few weeks, maybe
leaving the hockey game
on for a minutes might not
be the worst idea. You are
already on the couch, you
might as well enjoy wasting
life’s valuable time while
you are there.
In terms of excitement and
entertainment, the NBA simply can’t compete right now.

Photo by Sierra Sans
At the climbing wall, climbers are expected to wear various gear, such as ropes, harness and hooks.
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But they’re knowledgeable and
will most likely have an answer
to your question and give great
climbing beta. They are resourceful beings and will encourage
you to take at least one of the
many climbing classes offered
through EPIC Adventures.
The classes are designed for
people at varying skill levels ranging from beginning to advanced.
From the Introduction to Rock
Climbing class to Traditional
Lead Climbing, each class is designed to enhance any climber’s
skills and knowledge.
Climbing instructor Kirestin
Hardin said, “Teaching classes at
the climbing wall is an indescribable experience where both parties are learning at the same time.
The instructor is continuously
learning how to instruct better
while getting to teach students.
The best part about it is creating a
passion in someone else and shar-

ing that same passion with them.”
Not every college has a climbing gym in their recreation center.
EWU’s URC was ranked as one
of the top 20 recreation centers in
2013, a big reason being that it had
a climbing wall. The wall is LEED
certified, meaning that it qualifies
under the Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design. The
wall is also accessible to everyone.
It’s safe to say that we are a lucky
bunch.
The climbing wall falls into
the realm of EPIC Adventures,
the university’s outdoor program. EPIC, which is an acronym for Experiential Programs
Inspiring Confidence, provides
students with the unique experiences of the outdoors.
From whitewater rafting to
climbing to snow trips and everything in between, this program was designed in the 1980s
for everyone to experience the
wonders of the world, and college, in extraordinary ways. The
climbing wall stands for that as

well while providing students
with unique courses that aren’t
offered at every school as well
as a wholesome community and
a sense of belonging.
College is a time to discover
who we are and what we want
with life. It’s the perfect time
and place to try new things,
conquer fears and do something
incREDible.
If you’ve never been to the
climbing wall, I encourage you
to check it out. More than likely
you will be greeted with a smile
and feel the embrace of a warm,
and super rad, community. You
might just discover that it is exactly where you belong.
If you’re interested in coming
to the wall, it is open Monday
through Friday 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.,
and Saturday and Sunday noon
to 9 p.m. The wall will be open
this summer as well and you can
register for fall classes online.
Check us out on our blogs: climbersconnection.com and ewuepicadventures.weebly.com.
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EWU Athletes of the Year
Tyler Harvey
Men’s Basketball
Junior

• Second all-ti me
EWU career points,
EWU single season
scoring leader, EWU
leader in 3-point
field goals made.
• Oscar Robertson
National Player of
the Week; honorable
mention All-America
selection 2015,
two-time All-Big Sky
Conference team.
By Sam Deal
sports editor

Photo contributed by GoEags

Cassie Black

Women’s Soccer
Senior
• 2014 All-Big Sky Second Team; 2014
Second Team College Sports Madness;
2013 All-Big Sky Honorable Mention;
2012 All-Big Sky Second Team
• Career with records for most
points (55), most points per game
(0.81), most goals (24), most goals
per game (0.35), most gamewinning goals (9), most shots and
most shots per game (168-2.47).

By Sam Deal
sports editor
The senior led the Eagles
in 2014 with 17 points
as the team reached
its first postseason
berth since 2009. In the
Eagle’s first-round loss
to Northern Arizona she
scored one of the team’s
two goals. She also led
the team with six goals
and five assists during
the regular season. A
native of Battle Ground,
Washington, she will
graduate owning the
school record for almost
every scoring category.

By Sam Deal
sports editor
Kupp’s record-breaking first
season at EWU set the bar high
for the redshirt sophomore
entering the 2014 schedule.
Saying the Yakima native
exceeded those expectations
would be an understatement,
as he finished the year with an
EWU record 104 receptions
for 1,431 yards and 16
touchdowns. For the second
consecutive year, he finished
as a consensus FCS AllAmerican while helping lead
the Eagles to a conference
record of 618 points scored.
Kupp is now only nine
receiving touchdowns away
from tying the Big Sky alltime record of 46. He has
averaged a touchdown every
5.3 receptions.

Harvey led the nation in
scoring, while leading
EWU to its first NCAA
tournament since 2004.
The junior guard from
Torrance,
California,
set school records in
scoring
and
3-point
shooting. After walking
on for coach Jim Hayford,
Harvey had a breakout
season
in
2013-14,
averaging 21.8 points per
game as a sophomore
and improved that to
23.1 points per game in
2014-15. He was named
the MVP of 2015 Big Sky
tournament, which the
Eagles won by defeating
the University of Montana
in
the
tournament's
championship.
Harvey
would go on to declare for
the NBA draft, forgoing
his final season at EWU.
If drafted, Harvey would
become the second Eagle
selected into the NBA
following former Eagle
Rodney Stuckey. Harvey
has been projected to go
anywhere from the late
first round to undrafted.

Photo by Anna Mills

Cooper Kupp
Football
Junior

• 2013 Jerry Rice
Award winner; two-time
consensus All-American.
• 197 career catches;
37 career touchdowns;
3,122 receiving yards:
single season record for
catches 104 catches.
• You can follow him on
Twitter. @CooperKupp

Photos by Anna Mills

*Athletes of the Year is part 1 of a two-part series feature in The Easterner. Part 2 will appear in Issue 30 on June 3.

Rarely available awesome
apartments for EWU Students!
Across the street from EWU Campus at 111–119 N. 9th Street.
Fully Furnished, All Utilities Included plus Wifi and Basic Cable,
Off Street Parking, Private suites with private baths and in-bedroom
TV’s furnished. Granite counters and porcelain tile floors.
Individual leases for 10 Months to 2 years.

“The nicest place in Cheney for EWU Students to live”
www.premierstudentliving.com
509-235-1928
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